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original Norman colonists had u turned Irish,1' adopt-
ing the native dress and even changing their names,
in some cases, to Irish sounding titles, like Bourke
for De Burgh. Secure in their castles, which were
fortified by art and protected by nature, these Irish-
English were a perpetual source of disorder, and
engaged in a constant border warfare with the men
of the Pale. Moreover, owing to the neglect which
Ireland had experienced since the visit of Richard II.,
the real authority over the English settlements was
disputed between the two rival houses of FitzGerah!
and Butler. The head of the first family was the
Earl of Kildare, a vehement supporter of the Yorkist
cause, who had secured the office of Lord Deputy.
In opposition to him was the head of the second
family, the Earl of Ormond, an equally zealous
partisan of the Lancastrians, whose influence, how-
ever, had declined owing to the triumph of the House
of York. Kildare terrorised Dublin from his castle
of Maynoothr and though he was clearly implicated
in the rebellion of Lambert Simtiel, his position was
so strong that JHenry did not dare to attempt to
. punish him. Even when he was able to summon
him to England to answer certain charges against
him, the king had to submit to the familiar " thou "
from the earl, and to treat him with marked con-
sideration. u All Ireland cannot rule Kildare," com-
plained one of the courtiers. " Then Kildare must
rule all Ireland/' replied Henry; and, as a matter of
fact, he subsequently did appoint the earl as his
Viceroy. But it was as Viceroy of a new Ireland.
The king's second son, afterwards Henry VIII,, was